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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


INCIDENT: On-duty hit shooting, suspect deceased 
IAB FILE NUMBER: SH 2354798 

URN#: 014-05481-0250-013 

DATE/TIME: April 25, 2014, 2306 hours 

LOCATION: Bl Street, Maywood 

SYNOPSIS 


On Friday, April 25, 2014, an Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB) team comprised of 
Lieutenant Dominic Valencia, and Sergeants Brenda Parker and John Adams 
responded to East Los Angeles Station regarding an on-duty hit shooting. The 
shooting resulted in the death of Suspect Salvador Martin Palencia-Cruz. On 
July 15, 2014, the case was reassigned to IAB Sergeant Brian Godwin. 


Detectives Michael Valento and John Duncan from the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department Homicide Bureau arrived and assumed control of the 
homicide investigation. For further information regarding the homicide 
investigation refer to the Homicide case book, under URN #014-05481-0250-013 
[Exhibit A]. 


IAB Lieutenant Dominic Valencia checked to ensure the Watch Commander, 
Sergeant Paul Cardella, took reasonable steps to ensure the involved parties and 
witnesses did not discuss the incident amongst themselves or with uninvolved 
persons prior to being interviewed by the assigned investigators. In addition, 
Lieutenant Valencia also ensured Sergeant Cardella knew the aforementioned 
parties should not collectively consult with their attorney or representative and 
checked to see if Sergeant Cardella attempted to have the involved parties and 
witness personnel gather in the company of a supervisor until they provided a 
statement to the assigned investigators. 


On Friday, April 25, 2014, Witness| as at her residence at 
Her two children, ind 
were home with her. Witness and her 


uspect Salvador Palencia-Cruz, had separated two 
weeks prior and he had left the residence. At approximately 1900 hours, 
Suspect Palencia-Cruz arrived at the residence to retrieve some personal items. 
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Witness) oticed had been drinking alcohol, because she could smell 
it on his person. Suspect Palencia-Cruz brought a full bottle of white wine to the 
location and drank three quarters of it while he was at the residence. 


IAB Note: A three quarters empty bottle of vodka was located in the 
kitchen of the residence [EXHIBIT В]. 


Suspect Palencia-Cruz argued with Witness At approximately, 2130 
hours, lernandez told Suspect Palencia-Cruz to leave the residence, 
but he refused. 


Suspect Palencia-Cruz sat down at the kitchen table, held a kitchen knife to his 
stomach and said he was going to kill himself. Witness asked the 
suspect to give her the knife and he complied. Witness} put the knife 
in a potted plant outside the front door, but Suspect Palencia-Cruz grabbed 
another knife from the kitchen area. Suspect Palencia-Cruz placed the knife on 
the kitchen floor with the point facing up, knelt next to the knife. and told Witness 
пе was going to lay on it. He told "um m was going 
to "make it look like a movie" and she would never see him again. Suspect 
Palencia-Cruz told wo A call the police if she wanted to. 


Witness called 911 at approximately 2304 hours [EXHIBIT C]. She 
reported was holding a knife and would not leave the 


location. She further stated he was = the knife to his stomach, was drunk, 


and wanted to hurt himself. Witness; added that her two children, 
were at the location. As she was on the telephone with the dispatcher, she took 
the second knife away from Suspect Palencia-Cruz and put it in the same potted 
plant outside the front door [EXHIBIT D]. Suspect Palencia-Cruz said he was 
not afraid of the police. 


At 2306 hours, a 902A, “attempt suicide,” emergency radio call was dispatched to 
East Los Angeles patrol units [EXHIBIT E]. Unit 28, Deputy Andrew Alatorre, 
with the handle on the call, acknowledged the radio call with a response time of 
one minute. Deputy Michael Lugo, a custody deputy assigned to the Inmate 


Reception Center (IRC), was on a ride-along with Deputy Alatorre. Unit les 
Deputy the assisting unit, also acknowledged th io call with 
a response time of one minute. Deputy Alatorre told Deputy ito meet 


him one house to the east of the location and announced he would be deploying 
a Taser. 


At 2308 hours, Deputy Alatorre announced, via radio, that he and his assisting 
unit had arrived at the address of the radio call. They had arrived almost 
simultaneously. Witness told the East Los Angeles Station 
dispatcher the suspect was armed with two knives. The dispatcher passed this 
information on to Deputy Alatorre via L-Tac. Deputy Alatorre asked the 
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dispatcher via L-Tac if the location was an apartment or a duplex, but the 
dispatcher was unable to get the information from Witness x16 т 
F]. 


Deputy Alatorre told Deputy Lugo to get the Taser out of the glovebox. He told 
Deputy И to remain on the main radio frequency while he would handle 
radio traffic on the L-Tac frequency. According to the deputies, as they were 
standing near the sidewalk in front of the location, they saw Winess MN 
standing outside the door to her residence, approximately 30 to 40 yards away, 
down a driveway [EXHIBIT G]. She appeared to be flagging them down. The 
deputies attempted to talk to Witness И but she was talking on a 
telephone and walked back into the residence. 


D latorre walked to the door of the residence, followed by Deputy 
28 with Deputy Lugo behind them. Leading up to the landing in front of 
the door were a few stairs surrounded on the north and east side by a metal 
railing [EXHIBIT H]. The door was wide open. Deputies Alatorre and 

stood side by side, just outside the threshold of the open door, with their 
handguns drawn. Deputy Lugo stood to their left, on the stairs, as there was no 
room for him on the landing near the doorway. Deputies Alatorre and 

saw Suspect Palencia-Cruz standing approximately 10 feet away from them, in 
the living room. Suspect Palencia-Cruz was agitated and breathing deeply. He 
held a knife or long object in his right hand, positioned down by his waist. 


IAB Note: Deputy Alatorre described the object as a big kitchen 
knife. Deputy Mlle scribed it as a “long object.” 


vino AUN very close behind th ect and to the right, talking 
on a telephone to her older news о was at work. 

Suspect Palencia-Cruz said, in Spanish, "You guys are scared" and he was 
"going to shove the knife up his ass" referring to Deputy Alatorre. According to 
Deputy Alatorre, Suspect Palencia-Cruz raised the knife or object above his head 
and made flailing or striking, upward and downward movements with it. Deputy 
Alatorre asked Deputy Lugo for the Taser. Deputy Lugo handed him the Taser. 
Deputy M NN: oo and understood Spanish, but Deputy Alatorre did not. 
Deputies NN Alatorre ordered Suspect Palencia-Cruz several times to 


drop the knife as they pointed their handguns at him. Deputy Alatorre handed 
the Taser back to Deputy Lugo. 


Suspect Palencia-Cruz threw the knife or object at the deputies. The object flew 
between Deputy Alatorre and 0 es. nearly striking MC M 
the head, as he had to dodge the object by moving his head and body to the left 
to avoid it. The object flew past the deputies and landed on the ground, 15-20 
feet behind them [EXHIBIT I]. 
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IAB Note: Witness ЩИ 2:0 the object Suspect Palencia-Cruz 
held at the time was a metal spatula and he held it behind 
his back the entire time. She took the spatula away from 
the suspect, showed it to the deputies, and tossed it on 
the floor next to a television set. A spatula was noted at 
the scene on top of a television entertainment center 
[EXHIBIT J]. She said the suspect never threw anything at 
the deputies. 


Suspect Palencia-Cruz walked back toward the kitchen, as the deputies gave 
him commands to turn around, show his hands, and get down on the ground. 
The suspect, who understood English and Spanish, ignored the commands and 
continued walking into the kitchen. 


At that point, е. vas crouched down by a closed door on the 
west side of the living room, holding the door knob and still talking on the 
telephone [EXHIBIT K]. She screamed in Spanish, “There’s kids in the house” 
and her daughter was in the room behind the door. Deputy MENEE told 
Wines ll get out of the house and he would get the children. 
Witnes: did not heed the command, but remained in the same 
position. 


Deputy Alatorre told Deputy Lugo to summon a sergeant and to request 
additional deputies to assist. At 2312 hours, Deputy Lugo requested, via radio, a 
sergeant to respond to their location. Unit 21S, Sergeant Richard Bojorquez, 
announced he would arrive at the location in one minute. At this time, the SCC 
dispatcher asked Deputy Lugo if additional units were needed. Deputy Lugo 
asked for two additional units. Two additional units acknowledged the request. 
Immediately subsequent to their acknowledgment, Deputy Lugo requested the 
units respond Code 3. 


Suspect Palencia-Cruz had entered the kitchen and grabbed a knife or metallic 
object from the kitchen sink area. 


IAB Note: Deputy Alatorre described the object as a long, thin 
bladed knife, approximately 11 to 12 inches long, with a 
white handle. Deputy ШС s ibo a long, shiny 
object with an approximately 10 inch long blade. Witness 

BERE... it was a cake spatula, approximately a 
foot long and an inch and a half wide, with a black handle 
[EXHIBIT L]. 


Suspect Palencia-Cruz held the object in his right hand, behind his back, as he 


turned around to face the deputies. Both deputies ordered the suspect to drop 
the item he was holding. Suspect Palencia-Cruz brought the object around to the 
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front of his body, holding it to his side, with the blade pointing toward the 
deputies, as he walked toward them at a rapid pace through the living room. As 
he rushed toward the deputies, Suspect Palencia-Cruz had an angry or 
determined expression on his face. 


IAB Note: Witness ш... Suspect Palencia-Cruz never 
moved toward the deputies. 


Both deputies feared Suspect Palencia-Cruz would attack or kill them. Deputy 
Alatorre said he could not retreat because the railing was behind him and Deputy 

was standing directly to his left. He did not want to risk stumbling over 
Deputy as they both had their handguns drawn and he did not want to 
risk accidentally discharging his firearm. They both fired their handguns 
approximately two or three times at the upper torso area of the suspect, as he 
approached within five to ten feet of them. Suspect Palencia-Cruz dropped the 
object from his right hand and fell over backwards. The suspect landed on his 
back with his left hand hidden from view behind a couch [EXHIBIT M]. Deputy 
Alatorre estimated the elapsed time between their arrival at the front door to the 
time of the shooting was approximately three minutes. 


Deputies Alatorre an te ed over the threshold of the door and 
entered the living room. Deputy ИШЕН soc his radio to announce there had 
been a deputy involved shooting at the location of the call and a male Hispanic, 
approximately 50 years old, was down. The SCC dispatcher announced she was 
requesting paramedics to respond to the location. Sergeant Bojorquez, whose 
response had been delayed because he had been in a restroom when the radio 
call was initially dispatched, announced he would be arriving at the location in 
seconds. 


Upon Sergeant Bojorquez arrival. Deputies {EE and Alatorre walked to the 
door where пе is standing. Deputy Lugo stood inside the 
doorway near a stairway leadi irs from the left side of the entrance. 
Deputy MIN c Wines lilt ores the bedroom, picked up the 
daughter, and they exited the residence, while Deputy Alatorre held Suspect 
Palencia-Cruz at gunpoint, as he was breathing and moving around. Deputy 
Alatorre cleared the kitchen as Los Angeles County Fire paramedics arrived on 


scene at 2322 hours. They treated Suspect Palencia-Cruz, and pronounced him 
dead at 2330 hours. 


MaS ë the deputies another child was upstairs in the residence. 
Deputy Lugo went upstairs with another deputy. They met a little boy upstairs 
and brought him downstairs and outside the residence. Deputy Lugo sat in the 
passenger seat of a radio car and then was transported to East Los Angeles 
Station by a Deputy Contreras. Deputies Alatorre and [Were transported 
to the station by Sergeant John MacDonald. The three deputies awaited the 
arrival of Homicide detectives in the station briefing room. 
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This is a summary based on statements given during audio recorded 
interviews by the involved deputies and witnesses. Information gleaned 
from radio traffic and a recorded 911 call to ELA Station are also part of the 
summary. For complete and detailed statements, refer to digital audio 
recorded files, and verbatim transcripts, which are included in this 
investigation. 


DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S LETTER OF OPINION 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney's Office reviewed the fatal shooting of Salvador Palencia-Cruz by 
Deputies Alatorre and =a In their letter of opinion [Exhibit М], dated 
November 26, 2014, Deputy District Attorney Amy Pellman Pentz concluded 
Deputies Alatorre and ШШ: lawfully in self-defense and defense of 
others when they used deadly force. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEES AND WORK HISTORY 


Andrew Alatorre, Deputy Sheriff, E 
Central Patrol Division 
East Los Angeles Station 


Work History 


Date of Employment: April 30, 2007 
Date Assigned to Patrol/East Los Angeles Station: Ferner ttl 


Date Completed Patrol Training: a 
Prior Shooting incident(s): 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


Equipment Worn On Person 
Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) Spray Expandable Baton 


Deputy Sheriff, жш 
Central Patrol Division 
East Los Angeles Station 


Work History 


Date of Employment: June 6, 2007 
Date Assigned to Patrol/East Los Angeles Station: 

Date Completed Patrol Training: 

Prior Shooting incident(s): 

Prior Founded Force Incidents: 
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Equipment Worn On Person 


Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) Spray Expandable Baton 
Taser 


SUSPECT INFORMATION 


Salvador Martin Palencia-Cruz 


Male, Hispanic, DOB: November 9, 1971, 5'08", 170 pounds 
Cll MAIN ЕЕ 1 


IAB Note: А copy of Suspect Palencia-Cruz' criminal history is 
included in the Homicide Investigation Book [Exhibit A, 
pages 68-76]. 


SUSPECT'S INJURIES 

Suspect Palencia-Cruz sustained nine gunshot wounds from seven 9mm rounds; 
four to his chest, two to the abdomen, one to the right hip, one to the right thigh, 
and one to the left hand. [Exhibit О]. 

DEPUTY PERSONNEL INJURIES 

No deputies were injured during the incident. 

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

All physical evidence was located and collected by Homicide Detectives Kathleen 
Gallagher and Philip Guzman. They were assisted by Forensic Identification 
Specialist Sonya Villa and Crime Scene Investigator, Deputy Steve Woolum, 
from the Sheriff's Crime Lab. For descriptions of the evidence collected and 
where it was collected, see the Homicide Investigation Book [Exhibit A, pages 
29-34]. 


INVESTIGATOR'S OBSERVATIONS 


The scene was described in detail by Homicide Detectives Gallagher and 
Guzman [Exhibit A, page 31-34]. Their description of the scene was consistent 
with IAB Investigator's observations. The scene was also photographed by 
Deputy Woolum. 
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WEAPON USED BY DEPUTY ALATORRE 


Deputy Alatorre fired three rounds of Department issued 9mm ammunition from 
his Department issued Beretta 92FS, semiautomatic pistol, with attached 
"SureFire" flashlight and extended 17 round magazine. The firearm was 
examined by Senior Criminalist Marco lezza of the Scientific Services Firearms 
Identification Section and found to be functional [Exhibit A, page 54-55]. 


Date last qualified: ЕЕЕ 
Date last trained with weapon: 


WEAPON USED BY DEPUTY аш 


Deputy — (s four rounds of Department issued 9mm ammunition from 
his Department issued Beretta 92FS, semiautomatic pistol, with attached 
"Streamlight" flashlight. The firearm was examined by Senior Criminalist Marco 
lezza of the Scientific Services Firearms Identification Section and found to be 
functional [Exhibit A, page 55] 


Date last qualified: 
Date last trained with weapon: 
Seven expended 9mm casings were recovered at the scene [Exhibit A, page 


29-30]. Six jacketed projectiles were recovered from the body of Suspect 
Palencia-Cruz [Exhibit A, pages 78-83]. 


WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT PALENCIA-CRUZ 


Suspect Palencia-Cruz threw a 10 inch long stainless steel utensil handle at 
Deputies Alatorre and [GM А, page 29] and [Exhibit I]. He then 
armed himself with a stainless steel cake spatula, told the deputies it was a knife, 
and moved aggressively toward them [Exhibit A, pages 30 and 31] and 
[Exhibit L]. 


PROPERTY DAMAGE BY SUSPECT PALENCIA-CRUZ 


None. 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS AND CHARGES FILED 


The criminal investigation into the shooting was handled by Detectives Valento 
and Duncan of the Los Angeles County Sheriff Department's Homicide Bureau. 
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LIGHTING AND WEATHER CONDITIONS 


The scene was illuminated by numerous lights inside the residence. The 
weather was cloudy and cool, with intermittent rain. 


WITNESS STATEMENTS 


The following narratives are intended only as a synopsis of the interviews. 
Additional information and precise wording may be obtained by reviewing the 
digitally audio recorded interviews and verbatim transcriptions. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE DEPUTY ANDREW ALATORRE 


On April 7, 2015, IAB Sergeants Brian Godwin and Chad Smeltzer interviewed 
Deputy Alatorre at the IAB office. Representing Deputy Alatorre was Attorney 
Maureen Okwuosa of the law firm of Green & Shinee. Following is a summary of 
the interview: 


As Unit 28 at ELA Station, Deputy Alatorre was responsible for answering calls 
for service in the City of Maywood. When he arrived at the station on the night of 
April 25, 2014, he found he was assigned to work with Deputy Lugo, who was to 
be on a ride-along. Deputy Alatorre carried a Taser which had been issued to 
him previously. The Taser was in a black plastic X26 holster. He did not have 
space to carry the holster on his Sam Browne belt. Deputy Alatorre noted 
Deputy Lugo also did not have room on his Sam Browne belt for the Taser and at 
any rate he did not want to give it to Deputy Lugo, because it was not assigned to 
him. Deputy Alatorre decided to place the Taser in the glove box of his patrol 
vehicle. 


Deputy Alatorre discussed some basic patrol-related scenarios with Deputy Lugo 
and went over some officer safety issues. Deputy Alatorre was the driver that 
night. He was assigned to handle an emergency radio call of an attempted 
suicide Ee A man was holding a knife to his 
stomach and was inside his residence at the location. He had never been to the 


location, nor met any of the occupants of the residence prior to the radio call. 
Unit | Deputy AN was assigned to assist him with the radio call. 


During his patrol training, Deputy Alatorre and his training officer had handled 
several radio calls involving attempted suicides and they had assisted on several 
other calls of that nature. Deputy Alatorre drove Code 3 toward the location of 
the radio call. He coordinated the radio call on L-Tac by telling Deput 

to meet him one property to the east of the location and he was "going to be 
deploying a Taser." He did not coordinate the call *on the patch" because he had 
a limited amount of information regarding the radio call and he just wanted to 
meet with his assisting unit before arriving at the location. Deputy Alatorre did 
not request a sergeant to meet with him near the location because he assumed a 
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sergeant would respond, as they normally assigned themselves to emergency 
radio calls. He did not consider the need to ask for more deputies to assist him 
at that time. 


Upon arrival near the location, Deputy Alatorre directed Deputy Lugo to take the 
Taser and be ready to use it when directed. He also directed Deputy | Im 
handle any radio traffic on the main dispatch frequency while he would handle L- 
Tac radio traffic. He told Deputy ай - would be the designated shooter, 
should deadly force become necessary. Deputy Alatorre contacted the ELA desk 
via L-Tac and asked the dispatcher to have the informant, Witness 

step out of the house. At that time, he learned the house was a 

апа the location was to the rear. 


The deputies began approaching the location on foot. Deputy Alatorre saw 
jat the threshold of the door of the location. Witness 


to approach him and asked her where Һе Wa. 

"He's inside" and then she went back in the house. 
Deputies Alatorre and approached the threshold of the door because 
Deputy Alatorre thought the suspect, who was supposedly inside the residence 
with a knife, might be a threat to oc NR Also, because of 
information included in the radio call, he thought children were inside the location 
and the suspect might be a threat to them as well. 


Deputy Alatorre saw Suspect Palencia-Cruz inside the location. The area near 
the threshold was very narrow and there was only space for Deputies Alatorre 
and | Deputy Alatorre noted there was a railing on the landing near the 
door, which would block his path of retreat, but the door on the landing was the 
only entrance to the residence. There was no cover or concealment in the area. 
Based upon where Deputy Lugo was standing, Deputy Alatorre could tell he had 
no visual contact with Suspect Palencia-Cruz and he never had any verbal 
interaction with him. 


Deputy Alatorre took the Taser, which was still in the holster, from Deputy Lugo, 
using his left hand. He never pointed the Taser at Suspect Palencia-Cruz, but 
the suspect became agitated upon seeing the Taser. Deputy Alatorre thought 
Suspect Palencia-Cruz was trying to get the deputies to come into the house. 
The deputies did not enter the house at that time and also did not want to give up 
their position. Suspect Palencia-Cruz shouted something in Spanish and Deputy 
ERE. shouted some commands in Spanish. Throughout the entirety of 
the incident, Suspect Palencia-Cruz spoke only in Spanish and Deputy Alatorre 
could not understand what he was saying. Suspect Palencia-Cruz then threw a 
knife at Deputy Alatorre. He moved his head out of the flight path of the knife to 
avoid being struck. Deputy Alatorre could not retreat because a railing behind 
him was blocking his path. 
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After the knife was thrown at him, Deputy Alatorre told Deputy Lugo to summon а 
sergeant and more assisting deputies because he knew force was going to be 
used, either deadly or less lethal. Suspect Palencia-Cruz then went to the 
kitchen and armed himself with another knife. Suspect Palencia-Cruz held the 
knife behind his back. Deputy Alatorre did not consider using Oleoresin 
Capsicum (OC) spray because he thought it would only agitate him more and 
perhaps cause him to charge at him or throw the second knife. 


Suspect Palencia-Cruz brought both of his hands forward while holding the knife 
in his right hand and charged at Deputy Alatorre. Deputy Alatorre could not use 
a Taser at that point because he had given it back to Deputy Lugo. Deputy 
Alatorre held his Beretta with both hands and fired several rounds very quickly at 
Suspect Palencia-Cruz' mid-torso area. He did not know at the time how many 
rounds he fired but later was told he had fired three rounds. He did not know if 


he or Deputy DM first. 


At that time, Deputy =s standing directly alongside Deputy Alatorre, to 
his left. Deputy Alatorre believed there was nothing he could have done to avoid 
Shooting Suspect Palencia-Cruz. Suspect Palencia-Cruz fell to the ground still 
holding the knife in his left hand, but that hand was underneath a couch. Deputy 
Alatorre thought Suspect Palencia-Cruz was still armed with the knife and could 
possibly be reaching for another object. 


Deputy Alatorre heard Deputy use his radio to summon paramedics for 
Suspect Palencia-Cruz. It seemed to Deputy Alatorre the paramedics arrived 
within seconds. Sergeant Bojorquez also arrived at the location within seconds 
of the shooting. Sergeant Bojorquez immediately escorted Deputies Alatorre and 

lout of the residence and told them to sit in a Chevrolet Tahoe. 
Sergeant MacDonald then drove them to ELA Station, where he sat in the 
briefing room with Deputies RM Lugo, with another sergeant watching 
them. He only spoke to Homicide detectives about the shooting. 


Deputy Alatorre said Witness] never took a spatula or knife away from 
Suspect Palencia-Cruz and tossed it on the floor. 


Deputy Alatorre had a Beretta manufactured, extended 17-round magazine in his 
Beretta on the night of the shooting, although he did not have authorization to 
carry it. Deputy Alatorre said he qualified at a range with his Beretta in patrol 
school in August 2013, but had not qualified between that time and February of 
2015. He was aware of the policy requiring him to qualify at a range in the 
months of January, May, and September, but did not qualify because he was on 
training and then “just missed the dates.” 


IAB Note: The Weapons Qualification System indicated Deputy 


Alatorre last qualified at a Sheriff's Department range on 
January 30, 2013 [EXHIBIT P]. 
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INVOLVED EMPLOYEE DEPUTY. И 


On April 7. 2015 IAB Sergeants Brian Godwin and Chad Smeltzer interviewed 
Deputy the IAB offices. Representing Deputy аш. the 
interview was Attorney Maureen Okwuosa from the law firm of Green & Shinee. 
The following is a summary of the interview: 


On April 25, 2014, Deputy was working East Los Angeles Station patrol 
unit lon the PM overlap shift. His responsibility was to patrol the City of 

Maywood between the hours of Millia ll Deputy [Hid not recall if 
he had a Taser that night and he had no less lethal weapons in his patrol vehicle. 


IAB Note: According to иши Deputy Daily Worksheet 
[EXHIBIT Q], he had a Taser that night (listed under 
“SPEC EQP" as “TSR131”). Also, a photograph taken 
after the shooting showed Deputy MER ac a Taser in 
a holster on his Sam Browne belt [EXHIBIT R]. 


Deputy EE was assigned to be the assisting unit on an е RR radio 


call of a man threatening to hurt himself with a knife at a home at 
Other family members were at the location. Deputy Alatorre 
and his ride-along, Deputy Lugo, were also assigned to the call. Deputy 
rove Code 3 to the location. mew > never been to the 
location and did not know the occupants. 


ЭИ -< handled radio calls similar to the indicated call in the past. 
In his experience, he handled the situation by talking to the subject, letting him 
know he was there to help him, and he was not there to hurt him. In his 
experience, that strategy was successful and the subject normally complied with 
his directions. 


While responding to the location, Deputy NA s Deputy Alatorre 
coordinating the radio call. The plan was to go to the location, meet up with the 
other two deputies, and then approach the location together. Deputy| 

did not know at the time if Sergeant Bojorquez was assigned to the call. He did 
not consider the need to request a sergeant or any other deputies to assist with 
the call. 


Deputy MR аш... a woman, Witness | standing in front of the 


residence at the location. He asked her if she had called for help. She 
responded by saying something unintelligible to Deputy MRNA She waved at 
him, and then walked inside the residence. 


it was needed. Deputies nd Alatorre formulated the tactical plan of 


рериу — IS i Alatorre tell Deputy Lugo to carry a Taser in case 
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designating Deputy Lugo to be the less lethal person, Deo NN 
stay on the main radio frequency, and Deputy Alatorre would stay on L-Tac. 
Deputy did not consider what cover or concealment was available in the 
area before approaching the residence. oint, he realized that a railing 
was blocking his retreat path, but Seu Mlle: to try to convince 
Suspect Palencia-Cruz they were there to help him and to make him feel safe. 

At first, Suspect Palencia-Cruz said something in English, but Deputy 

could not remember what he said. The rest of the incident involved only 
Spanish. 


Upon seeing Suspect Palencia-Cruz in the residence, Deputy tod him 
in Spanish, “Drop the knife” and also that they were there to help him and they 
were not going to hurt anyone. Suspect Palencia-Cruz said he w: ing to 
“shove the knife up his ass," referring to Deputy Alatorre. Deputy! аа 
not consider using a Taser or other less lethal options at the time because the 
events were unfolding too quickly. He did not hear Deputy Alatorre ask Deputy 
Lugo for the Taser. 


After Suspect Palencia-Cruz threw the knife at рериу | approximately 
30 seconds to a minute elapsed before the suspect armed himself with a second 
knife. After arming himself with the second knife, Suspect Palencia-Cruz held it 
behind his back with his right hand, and as he walked out of the kitchen, he 
pulled the knife out. As Suspect Palencia-Cruz charged at them with the knife, 
Deputies, jand Alatorre fired at him simultaneously with their handguns. 
Deput lacquired a sight picture and fired at Suspect Palencia-Cruz' 
upper torso. Deputy fired his gun several times quickly with both 
hands, while standing directly to the left of Deputy Alatorre. He then stopped 
firing to re-assess the situation. Suspect Palencia-Cruz fell over backwards. 
There was nothing Deputy M NN could have done to avoid the shooting. 


Deputy [estimated Sergeant Bojorquez arrived at the location perhaps in 
under a minute. He guessed paramedics arrived within three minutes of the 
shooting. И ont to a room and picked up Suspect Palencia- 
Cruz’ daughter and handed her over to wines ШШШ Deputies 
and Alatorre were taken to East Los Angeles Station by a sergeant. He waited at 
the station with Deputies Alatorre and Lugo, with Sergeant Bojorquez watching 


them, until Homicide detectives interviewed him. He did not speak to anyone 
about the incident before talking to Homicide detectives. 


Deputy иш. Wires NN not take a knife or spatula away 
from Suspect Palencia-Cruz and throw it on the floor during the incident. 

Deputy had last qualified before the shooting, at a Department range in 
the summer of 2013. He did not qualify with his weapon as required by policy 


because he was on training for part of that time, was preoccupied, and did not 
take it upon himself to find a range. 
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IAB Note: The Weapons Qualification System indicated Deputy 
id not at a Department range between 
[EXHIBIT S]. 


WITNESS DEPUTY MICHAEL LUGO 


On April 7, 2015, IAB Sergeants Brian Godwin and Chad Smeltzer interviewed 
Deputy Lugo at the IAB offices. Representing Deputy Lugo during the interview 
was Attorney Maureen Okwuosa from the law firm of Green & Shinee. The 
following is a summary of the interview: 


On April 25, 2014, Deputy Lugo worked the PM Shift at the Inmate Reception 
Center (IRC) [EXHIBIT T]. He was scheduled to work until 0000 hours, but had 
a ride-along scheduled to start at 2200 hours at East Los Angeles Station. 
Senior Deputy Rueff allowed him to leave IRC at 2130 hours so he could arrive 
at East Los Angeles Station in time to attend briefing. He had prior, signed 
approval from East Los Angeles Station Captain James Wolak to participate in 
uniformed ride-alongs at East Los Angeles Station [EXHIBIT Ч]. 


Deputy Lugo arrived at East Los Angeles station and attended the 2200 hour 
briefing. He saw he was scheduled to ride-along with Deputy Alatorre. He had 
never participated in a ride-along with Deputy Alatorre before, but had gone on 
eight or nine ride-alongs at East Los Angeles Station previously. Deputy Lugo 
submitted an overtime slip for saved overtime for the hours he worked at East 
Los Angeles Station that night [EXHIBIT V]. 


Deputy Alatorre received the handle oi епсу radio call regarding a 
suicidal male who had a knife. Deputy MM os assigned to assist with the 
call. Deputy Lugo did not know if Sergeant Bojorquez was also assigned to the 
call. Deputy Alatorre drove to the location of the call, and took one or two 
minutes to travel to the location. Deputy Alatorre may have said, via radio, a 
Taser was going to be deployed. Immediately upon arrival, Deputy Alatorre told 
Deputy Lugo, "Grab the Taser." Deputy Lugo assumed he would be using the 
Taser if he had to do so. He got the Taser, but it was still in the holster. 


Deputy Lugo could not remember what Deputy Alatorre told ери nd 
could not remember if a tactical plan had been developed. A female, Witness 
was standing at the door of the residence with a telephone in her 
hand. Deputy Alatorre о both called out to her to walk toward them. 
Бн m" not walk toward the deputies, and went back in the 
residence. Deputy Lugo said he had "tunnel vision" at that time and did not 
notice much about his surroundings. 
the knife. Either Deputy Alatorre or Deputy| old Deputy Lugo to get on 


Deputies Alatorre and Г gave =z Palencia-Cruz orders to drop 
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the radio and ask for a sergeant to respond. As Deputy Lugo followed that 
direction, one of the deputies asked him to get other units to assist as well. At 
the time of the shooting, Deputy Lugo did not notice who fired first, Deputy 
Alatorre or Deputy MN 


After the shooting, Deputy Lugo entered the residence and saw Suspect 
Palencia-Cruz laying on the floor. He could not remember if the suspect was 
moving at the time. He did not hear the suspect say anything after he was shot. 
He estimated Sergeant Bojorquez arrived a couple of minutes after the shooting. 
Deputy Lugo was transported to East Los Angeles Station by a deputy. He then 
sat in the briefing room with Sergeant MacDonald. He did not talk to anybody 
about the case before talking to the Homicide detectives. 


WITNESS SERGEANT RICHARD BOJORQUEZ 


On April 6, 2015, Sergeant Bojorquez was interviewed by IAB Sergeants Brian 
Godwin and Eric Eitner. The interview was conducted at the IAB office. 
Representing Sergeant Bojorquez during the interview was Senior Labor 
Representative Venise Wallace from the Los Angeles County Professional Peace 
Officers Association. The following is a summary of the interview: 


On April 25, 2014, Sergeant Bojorquez was assigned to Unit 21S at East Los 
Angeles Station on the EM Shift. As Unit 21S, he was responsible for 
supervising patrol deputies in the cities of Maywood and Cudahy. His shift 
started at 2100 hours, but he could not remember if he conducted briefing for the 
EM Shift deputies. He did not remember Deputy Lugo being on a ride-along. He 
did not notice Deputy Alatorre had an extended magazine in his Beretta. 
Sergeant Bojorquez had a stunbag shotgun, a pepper ball gun, and an Arwen 
gun in his patrol vehicle. 


An attempted suicide occurring E i: dispatched 
as a radio call. Sergeant Bojorquez assigned himself to the radio call, via MDC. 
He was delayed in assigning himself to the call because he had been using the 
restroom at the Cudahy or Maywood sub-station. In hindsight, Sergeant 
Bojorquez said he could have had the other East Los Angeles Station sergeant 
respond to the call because of his delay. He stated normally a sergeant is 
automatically assigned to emergency radio calls and the calls are normally 
coordinated on the “patch.” He did not remember if it was an emergency radio 
call or not, but he typically assigned himself to radio calls of that nature. 


Sergeant Bojorquez heard deputies talking about the radio call on L-Tac. He 
heard one of the deputies say a Taser was being deployed. He did not 
remember hearing any other coordination of the call other than deputies talking 
to the East Los Angeles Station desk about the location of the residence in the 
call. He heard both deputies assigned to the call had arrived at the scene. 
Sergeant Bojorquez opined it was possible the deputies did not coordinate the 
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call on the patch because they were in such close proximity to the call when it 
was dispatched. 


Sergeant Bojorquez estimated it was approximately two minutes after the call 
was dispatched that he heard the deputies request he respond to the location; he 
was two blocks away. He immediately responded Code 3. As he drove down 
the street, 20 or 30 seconds after the deputy's request, he was approximately 
one and a half blocks away from the location, when he thought he heard two 
quick gunshots. He then heard a deputy broadcasting via radio there had been a 
deputy involved shooting. 


Sergeant Bojorquez arrived at the location and saw two radio cars parked 
approximately one house away from the location, to the west. He saw two 
people standing in the front yard of the house near the location. He asked them 
if anything was going on, they replied, "No." Sergeant Bojorquez saw two males 
on the front porch of the residence in front of the location. They told him, “I think 
something happened back there." 


When Sergeant Bojorquez arrived at the rear residence, he saw Suspect 
Palencia-Cruz laying on his back. He believed Suspect Palencia-Cruz had his 
left hand under a couch and was trying to lift himself up with his right hand. The 
suspect was breathing and moving about. Sergeant Bojorquez considered 
rendering first aid to the suspect, but the location was not clear yet, paramedics 
were standing by, and he still had to deal with Witness И anc the 
unknown intangibles. It took him less than a minute to clear the location. Then 
paramedics arrived and treated the suspect. 


Sergeant Bojorquez did not talk to Suspect Palencia-Cruz, nor did the suspect 
say anything. Sergeant Bojorquez did not talk to Witness MAN- o the 
incident, nor did she say anything about the incident. He did not video record 
anything at the scene and did not debrief any deputy afterwards. After the 
paramedics pronounced Suspect Palencia-Cruz deceased, Sergeant Bojorquez 
had Sergeant MacDonald transport the deputies back to East Los Angeles 
Station. Sergeant Bojorquez believed he told the deputies not to discuss the 
incident. No item at the scene was moved. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


A compact disc containing crime scene, autopsy, and other miscellaneous 
photographs was included with the case [EXHIBIT W]. 
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